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In proportion as Serbia was elated and strengthened,
Austria felt discouraged and weakened in power and pres-
tige by the results of the Balkan Wars. Though she had
taken no part in them, and lost no territory, her position
was seriously undermined. Her subject nationalities grew
more restless and more accessible to subversive propaganda.
Rumania was becoming a less reliable ally, and Serbia a
more certain and active enemy. The ever-present friction
and distrust between Italy and Austria had been increased,
and the danger that Austria might one day have to fight
a war upon four fronts — Italian, Serbian, Rumanian and
Russian— had become more threatening. Realizing these
increased dangers, the militarist party at Vienna again seri-
ously considered whether Austria ought not to deal at once
the Greater Serbia danger.163
germany's warning to austria, july, 1913
When Bulgaria treacherously attacked Serbia at the end
of June, 1913, and began the short but disastrous Second
Balkan War,164 Berchtold at first adopted a reserved "wait
and patient work the necessary degree of preparedness for the inevitable
struggle of the future. Time works on the side of Serbia and for the
ruin of her enemies, who already show evident signs of decay. Explain
all this to the Serbians! I hear from ail sides that if ever any voice can
have a full effect at Belgrade, it is yours." For the Tsar's long encourag-
ing interview with Pashiteh on Jan. 20/Feb. 2, 1914, see ibid., 130-136;
and Bogitchevitch, 170-180. For Hartwig's attitude, see above, rtote 155.
 163	Conrad, III, 11 fi., 74 ff., 98 ff., 238 ff., and especially 303 ff. and
329 ff.
 164	For the oft-repeated assertion that Austria egged Bulgaria on to
the attack on Serbia we find no clear and definite confirmation in all the
voluminous documents which have now been published.    As early as
May 6, from reports from Bulgaria and talks with Bulgarian officers,
Conrad was convinced that an early war between Serbia and Bulgaria was
inevitable, and urged Berchtold to make up his mind to take advantage of
it; but Berchtold hesitated (Conrad, III, 302-316).   On May 26 Conrad
says he heard from the Austrian Military Attache in Sofia that Berch-
told had offered to support Bulgaria, protect her from loss of territory,
and loan her money, if Bulgaria would refrain from following in the
wake of Russia (Conrad, III, 330) ; but Conrad's own correspondence and
frequent interviews with Berchtold at this time and during the following

